
The documents/information/instructions required by us to prepare a UK application 
are as follows:
 

•  The full name, address and nationality of the applicant. 
 
•  For incorporated bodies, the country or state of incorporation. 
 
•  Details of the Trade Mark including representations (preferably a jpeg) if the mark 
    is a device mark. 
 
•  The specification of goods and/or services to be covered. UK applications may be 
    multi-class. We can draft a specification if we are provided with an indication of 
    the goods and/or services of interest. 
 
•  Details of any priority claim. In some cases certified copies of the priority application 
    will be required to support such a claim. For a UK application which claims priority 
    from an earlier application previously filed in a Paris Convention country, the UK 
    application must be filed within six months of the priority application. 

The Applicant must have a bonafide intention to use the mark in relation to the goods/
services covered.

The Trade Marks Registry does not require any forms signed by the applicant on filing. 
However, the Registrar does have the right to request a Power of Attorney form, 
although rarely does so. 
 

This information 
has been prepared by 
Boult Wade Tennant.

For further information 
please contact
your usual adviser.

Verulam Gardens
70 Gray’s Inn Road
London  WC1X 8BT
United Kingdom
 
telephone
+44 (0)20 7430 7500
  
facsimile 
+44 (0)20 7430 7600 
  
email  boult@boult.com
website  www.boult.com
 
Offices also in Reading,
Oxford and Cambridge

Regulated by IPReg
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Application filed

Application 
examined

Examination
report issued

Oppositions

Application advertised 
for opposition

purposes

Third Party 
Observations

Absolute grounds 
objection raised

Citations of earlier 
UK/CTM marks
may be raised

File response Restrict/argue
withdraw/consent

This response can be, for
example, by written arguments,
by arguing at an oral hearing or
presenting evidence of acquired
distinctiveness. If the objections
are not overcome the first time,
one or more further examination
reports may be issued until the

application is accepted, rejected in
whole or in part, or abandoned. 

The Registry allows two months 
in which you must decide how
you wish to proceed. You can

restrict your goods/services
to avoid a clash with the earlier

mark/s, argue against the 
Examiner, withdraw the

application or seek the earlier
proprietor's consent to the
use and registration of your

mark. You only have one
opportunity to respond.

A response is not compulsory.

Notification of 
earlier Proprietors

If no response is made, or if restrictions, arguments 
or requests for consent are unsuccessful and the

applicant has not withdrawn, the application continues
to publication and the Registry notifies the proprietors of

the earlier marks cited in the case of earlier UK trade marks
and international Registrations designating the UK. 

Registration issues

Renewal

Registrations can be renewed
every 10 years to maintain

them ad infinitum. 

Approximate 
time scale 
(from filing date)

Filing date
 

1 month

2 months

 

No opposition

If opposition
successfully resolved 

If the examiner has no 
(further) objections

6 months - 2 years

2 months (extendable to 3 months)

The prosecution stages of a 
United Kingdom trade mark 
application
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Notes

The application must include the mark 
to be registered and has to specify the 
goods and/or services in relation to 
which the applicant uses or intends to 
use the mark. All goods and services are 
divided into 45 classes and the cost of 
filing an application varies according to 
the number of classes covered. If priority 
is claimed from an earlier application, 
details of the earlier application must 
be given. NB A claim for priority must 
be filed within six months of the earlier 
application.
 
The UK Trade Mark Registry examines 
the application to determine whether 
it is registrable on “absolute grounds”, 
that is, whether the mark is descriptive 
or otherwise lacks distinctiveness. The 
Registry will also conduct a check of 
existing UK and Community trade mark 
applications / registrations to see if your 
application may conflict with these 
earlier rights. 

IP fl
o

w
ch

art

No objections


